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Gisela Stuart has been the Labour Member of Parliament for Birmingham 
Edgbaston since 1997. Gisela is a former Minister and was also a Praesidium 
Member and UK Parliamentary Representative on the Convention on the Future 
of Europe, which drew up the EU Constitution.  This experience is chronicled in 
the pamphlet ‘The Making of Europe’s Constitution’, which Gisela wrote for the 
Fabian Society. As well as being editor of Parliament’s political weekly ‘The 
House Magazine’, Gisela has been a leading member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee since July 2001 and is also Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary 

Group on International and Transatlantic Security. 
 
Dr. Jochen Bittner is the European and Nato Correspondent with the 
German newsweekly Die Zeit. Prior to his post in Brussels, he was editor 
of the political board of Die Zeit in the newspaper’s Hamburg head office. 
Since 2001, he has had a special focus on terrorism, legal politics, defence 
and intelligence affairs. Dr. Bittner studied Law and Philosophy and holds 
a PhD in Legal Philosophy from the University of Kiel. Between 1998 and 
1999 he lived in Belfast, where he investigated the semi-secret judicial 
system of the IRA. His book publications include: Ein unperfekter Frieden 
– Die IRA auf dem Weg vom Mythos zur Mafia, 2001, and Beruf Terrorist – 
Ein Tagebuch der neuen Weltunordung, 2006. 

 
Svetla Kostadinova is the Executive Director of the non-profit Institute for 
Market Economics (IME) in Bulgaria, the first and oldest independent 
economic policy think tank in Bulgaria. IME’s mission is to elaborate and 
advocate market-based solutions for reform in Bulgaria and the region. In the 
last eight years, Ms Kostadinova has published hundreds of articles and 
participated in numerous TV and radio shows on issues relating to the 
Bulgarian and Central-East European transitions to market economies and 
democracy. She is a member of the Bulgarian Macroeconomic Association and 
in 2007, joined the Bulgarian Euro Team, organised by the European 
Commission. 
 
 
Dr. Erik Lakomaa is a political consultant known for his role as strategist for 
the No campaign in the 2003 Swedish referendum on the euro. In 2005 he 
was awarded the Rising Star Award as the best political consultant under 40 
outside the United States. Dr. Lakomaa begun his career as an editorial 
writer for Swedish daily newspaper Svenska Dagbladet, and also edited the 
libertarian magazine Nyliberalen. In 2004 he founded the first political 
consultancy in Sweden. Dr. Lakomaa holds an MSc and a PhD from Stockholm 
School of Economics where he also holds a position as assistant professor at 
the Institution for Marketing and Strategy. 

 
 
Roland Vaubel is Professor of Economics at the University of Mannheim,  
Germany. He received a B.A. in Philosophy, Politics and Economics  
from the University of Oxford, an M.A. from Columbia University, New  
York, and a doctorate from the University of Kiel, Germany. He has been  
Professor of Economics at Erasmus University Rotterdam and Visiting  
Professor of International Economics at the University of Chicago  
(Graduate School of Business). He is a member of the Advisory Council  



to the German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology. He is  
associate editor of the Review of International Organisations and author of “The European 
Institutions as an Interest Group: The Dynamics of Ever Closer Union”, Institute of Economic 
Affairs, London 2009. 
 

 
Eline van den Broek is a political scientist and a journalist. After her studies 
in law, economics and political science, Eline specialised in healthcare 
systems and pharmaceutical policy in different European countries. She has 
published numerous reports and opinion editorials for think tanks across 
Europe. From 2006 to 2008, Eline worked in the European Parliament as a 
political advisor on internal market issues, focusing on the issue of cross 
border health services. In 2005, Eline ran the “No campaign” against the EU 
Constitution in The Netherlands. With 62% voting against the Treaty in the 

Netherlands, she was shocked that Dutch politicians decided to sign the Lisbon Treaty without 
holding a new referendum.  
 

Bruce Arnold has written a regular political column for the Irish 
Independent since 1973 and has published several books on Irish 
politics or political figures, including biographies of Jack Lynch 
and Charles Haughey and a book about Declan Ganley entitled, 
The Fight For Democracy about Declan Ganley. He covered last 
year's Referendum Campaign and writes regularly about Ireland 
and Europe. 
 
 

 


